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The Good Samaritan. 


LuKE x. 37. 


e Go, and do thou likewiſe,” 
WI the Phariſees and Lawyers heard our 
| bleſſed Maſter in the days of his fleſh, preach 
the free ſalvation of God, namely, that ſinners are 
to be ſaved, not by works of righteouſneſs, which 
they have done, but of God's own mercy, and by 3 
righteouſneſs given them from him, elſewhere there- 
fore called therighteouſneſs of God, they were greatly 
offended, and uſed to fet men to watch his wards 
to ſee if they could intangle him in his talk, and ſo 
find an occaſion to put him to death. It was with 
ſome ſuch view a certain lawyer (or teacher of the 
law of Moſes) came tempting our Saviour, and aſk- 
ing him, „What ſhall I do to inherit eternal life?“ 
As though he had ſaid, If we cannot be ſaved by 
keeping the law, by offering ſacrifices, and by doi 
good, what muſt I do? To whom the Lord Jeſus 
(finding him not convinced of fin, or of his helpleſs 
, eſtate by the law, for which end the law was given, 
but on the contrary building on his own performances, 
as [ fear many thouſands in this land do) gave him 
this anſwer, «+ What is written in the law? How 
readeſt thou ?* He anſwered, ©* Thou ſhalt love the 
10 A 2 Z ſoul, 


. 
— 


L 4-4 


ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength, and with all thy mind, 


and thy neighbour as thyſelf.” Then ſaid Jeſus, 
& Thou haſt anſwered right, this do and thou ſhalt 
live.” Which words were the promiſe of God tothe 
people of Iſrael, on condition of keeping every tittle 
of the law, Lev. xviii. 5. which no one naturally 
engendred of the offspring of Adam ever did; ſo that 
our Saviour put the lawyer to look into the law, not 
as if he could fit himſelf thereby for the kingdom of 
heaven. But he thus ſpake to put him in mind, that 
if he did all that was written in the law he ſhould 
live, but if he broke the leaſt point (as he had certainly 
done) he was guilty of all, and under the curſe, and 
_ muſt ſtand in need of the righteouſneſs of God, which 
he preached, and which alſo was witneſſed by the law, 
and, the prophets, of which alſo I may' ſpeak a little 

more hereafter, but will now return to the hiſtory, 
The lawyer, who was far from ſeeing the end of 
the law, and therefore willing to juſtify himſelf, being 
thus anſwered by our Saviour, again replied, ** And 
who is my, neighbour?” In aniwer to which, the 
Lord put forth the parable of a poor man, who, in 
his journey from Jeruſalem to Jericho, fell among 
thieves, who ſtripped him of his raiment, and wounded 
him, and departed, leaving him half dead. While he 
lay in this ſad condition, by chance there came by a 
ry and after him a Levite, who both looked on 
him, but paſſed by on the other fide of the road with- 
out helping him, At laſt came by a Samaritan, and 
when he ſaw him he had compaſſion on him, and 
alighted down from his beaſt, and went to the poor 
man, and poured oil and wine into his wounds, and 
bound them up, and brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him; and having given a charge to the hoſt 
to do the ſame, ſaying, when I come again I will re- 
pay thee, he went on his way. Jeſus having you 
after 
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aſter this manner, aſked the lawyer, Which of theſe 
three, thinkeſt thou, was neighbour to him that fell 
among thieves?” The lawyer anſwered, © He that 
ſhewed mercy on him.” Then ſaid Jeſus, in the words 
of our text, Go, and do thou likewiſe.” 

Before I begin to ſhew our duty to our neighbour, 
or ſpeak much on the words juſt now mentioned, I 
purpoſe to ſpeak of the parable, and to open it, and 
ſhew from thence, the miſerable ſtate of ſinners by 
nature, and the free ſalvation in Chriſt Jeſus. 

It is certain, that all the parables and hiftories in 
the holy ſcripture are written for our learning, and, 
as the bees out of every flower gather ſome honey, 
ſa we, out of every portion of the inſpired writings, 
ſhould gather ſome ſpiritual food for our ſouls. But 
as the bees cannot draw out the honey till the ſun 
ſhining on them opens the flowers, ſo neither can we 
get any ſweetneſs from the word till the Sun of righ- 
teouſneſs ſhines on it, and opens it to our underſtand- 
ing; for till then the moſt plain places are all like a 
book ſealed, Pray then, my dear friends, that while 
you attend to the things here ſpoken of, theLord may 
ariſe and ſhine thereon, and give you underſtanding 
in all things. V 

Our Saviour begins tbe parable thus, A certain 
man went down from Jeruſalem to Jericho, and fell 
among thieves, which ſtripped him of his raiment, 
and wounded him, and departed, leaving bim half - 
dead.” It is very likely this man was a Jew, who dwelt 
in Jeruſalem, and might have taken the chief of his 
money with him, and was going to Jericho to trade 
there, which the thieves knowing, might therefore 
way-lay him, and ſo as he paſſed along riſe upon kim 
and rob him. It is remarkable they did not only 
take away his money, but his raiment, and left him 
naked; and not content with taking away all he ys 
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they bruiſed him, and wounded him, and almoſt killed 
him. It may be they alſo bound him, and threw him 
into ſome ditch by the way fide, and fo departed, 
Jeaving him half dead. All this they might do that he 


might be unable to purſue them, or to aſſiſt any againſt 


them, if they ſhould chance to come by while they 
were treating him ſoevily. As he lay fo ſadly mangled, 
and diſtreſſed, and I ſuppoſe groaning and ſighing (for 
he was half dead, and ſo could not cry out, or call for 
help) a prieſt happened to paſs by that way. Nowa 
prieſt was one ſeparated from the congregation, and 
made holy to the Lord, as was Aaron, that he might 
pity the people, and pray and offer for them ſacrifices 
and burnt offerings, as the Lord commanded Moſes. 
Such a one paſſed by the poor man in his diftreſs; but 
though he was one of his brethren, and from whom the 
afflicted Jew might have expected ſome pity, yet he 
only looked on him, and without ſhewing any mercy, 
paſſed by on the other fide, that is, he turned away 
his face, and went as far on the other fide of the way 
as he could, that he might not be aſked by the poor 
man for his help, Soon after he was gone, behold 
another of the children of Iſrael paſſed that way, a 
Levite, or one of the tribe of Levi, whoſe office was 
to attend in the temple, and help the prieſts in offer- 
ing the offerings, and in reading the law and the pro- 
phets, &c. Be alſo came and looked on him, but as 
the other did, paſſed by on the other fide, How miſe- 
rable was the unhappy Iſraelite? He had loſt his all; 
he had noclcaths on to hide his ſhamez was wounded, 
and perhaps bound, and, it may be, gagged, to pre- 


vent his crying; and if they had not done fo to him, 


yet as he was half dead, he was incapable of crying, 
unable to ri'e to go back to his houſe, or to beg. 
If any had come, and ſaid, Give me ſo much and! 
will help thee, he could not have complied, for he 
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was ſtripped, and had nothing to give. But this he 
might have ſaid, Help me, and Iwill give thee praiſe 
ſo long as Ilive, and more he could not have promiſed, 
W hat muſt he have done, had he continued in this ſad 
condition long? Why, he muſt have bled himſelf to 
death, or have periſhed in the cold of the night. But in 


the height ofhis diſtreſs came by another man a Samari- 


tan, and as he rode near, he ſaw his poor fellow-crea- 
ture in this deplorable ſtate, and had compaſſion on 
him. Here I cannot but obſerve, that the Jews and 
Samaritans were enemies one to another, and ſo hated 


each other, that if they met would not ſpeak to or 


ſalute each other in the common way ; eſpecially the 
Jews hated the Samaritans, as may be ſeen by that 
my; in John iv. 9. and when the Jews could call 
our Saviour by no worſe name, they called him a 
Samaritan and a devil. When the dying man lifted 
up his weak eyes, and ſaw who paſſed by, I do not 
doubt but his heart fainted, when he remembered how 
in times paſt he had abuſed and hated the Samaritans, 


and could not now expect any mercy from one whom 
he had made his enemy However, the good Samari- . 


tan got down from his beaſt, :and began to pour into 
the man's wounds wine and oil to ſtay the bleeding, 
and to fupple and heal them, I dare ſay, in the great- 


eſt tenderneſs he laid his hand on his head, and made 
him Jean on his boſom, while he bound up his wounds; 


and having dreſſed them and refreſhed him, he pulled 


off ſome of his own raiment to cover his nakedneſs: 


We do not hear that he upbraided him with his for- 
mer evil treatment of the people of Samaria, or refuſed 
him mercy becauſe he was not one of his own religion, 
or becauſe he was a Jew : No, he paſſed by all this, 
and without looking for any reward for his pains, 
ea, when he knew he could expect nothing, he 
willingly ſtooped to ſhew him kindneſs, and having 
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recovered him, fat him on his beaſt, and was himſelf 
Eontetit to walk by him as a ſervant, till he had 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him, Did 
he leave him here, and do no mote ? I tell you nay; 
he tarried with him all night: it is likely he fat up 
with him, and nurſed him till the next morning, and 
when he departed he gave the hoſt two pieces of money, 
and gave him a charge concerning the poor ſtranger, 
and faid, take care of him. You ſee he did not only 
fake cate of one who a few. days ago was his enemy 
himſelf, but he bids the hoſt, the man of the houſe, 
take care of himgoo, ſaying, ** Whatſoever thou layeſt 
out more, I, when I come again, will repay thee,” 
May not all who hear this relation wondering ſay, 
& See how he loved him!“ I believe all whe hear me 
will commend the compaſlionate Samaritan, and ſay, 
he did well. Then learn from hence how ye ought 
to behave even toward your enemies, and them of 
other opinions, and go, O man, and do thou likewiſe, 

But attend a little while, and let me aſk thee, thou 
that heareſt theſe things, doſt thou know who this 
oor man was, of whom I have been making mention? 
f thou doſt not know, I will tel] thee, it is thy own 
poor ſoul, thou art the man. When our Father Adam 
had his power and righteouſneſs in his own hands in 
Paradiſe, as he journeyed there, the devil and his 
angels, thoſe thieves, watched for him, and ſtripped 
him of his righteouſneſs, and not him only, but all 
his wretched race, and bound him with unbelief, 
wounded him with Juſt, pride, covetouſneſs, wrath, 
diſobedience, &c, and having caſt him out of the way 
of peace, and put him-into a periſhing condition, left 
him half dead, i. e. dead in ſoul, and dying inhis body, 
without power to turn to God, or help himſelf, or 
Tiſe to ſeek for mercy, but indeed helpleſs and miſe- 
Table, In this ſad condition he could not have pro. 
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miſed God, this I will do, or that will I do, if thou 
wilt help me; he could do nothing, but feeling the 
ſmart and pain of ſin, and a wounded conſcience, ſigh 


away his threeſcoreand ten years, and then periſh for 


ever in hell, When poor man was thus fallen, the 
Lord gave the Moſaical diſpenſation, which was 
meant by the prieſt and Levite's paſſing by. In vain 
are all the offerings and prayers of ten thouſand prieſts; 
in vain the fat of {lain beaſts, and the blood of lambs, 
and goats, and calves of a year old, when offered to 
take away the ſinner's ſin, and to reſtore him to his 
former happy eſtate: In vain the Levite reads the 
law, and bids the ſinner riſe, do all the good he can, 
keep the commandments, and diligently walk in all 
the ordinances of the Lord; for he by nature hath 
no power, nor can do one good thing in the fight of 
the Lord, till he is quickened and born again of the 
Holy Ghoſt, _ 3 
Perhaps ſome who hear me to day may be ready to 
cry out, O fir, I am the man that have fallen among 
thieves, I am ſtripped of all innocence, and righteout- 
neſs, and am ſorely wounded, and left captive by ſinz 
[ feel what once I was a great ſtranger to, even the 
pain and ſmart of a wounded fpirit ; ee I cannot 
help myſelf, I am bound with unbelief; I am dead 
in my ſoul, having been alienated from the life of God, 
and am truly half dead; in this wretched eſtate I am 
left, a naked trembling ſoul, at the point to periſh 
eternally, Methinks 1 hear thee ſay, Every thing 
from whom I expected redreſs or comfort hath paſſec 
by on the other ſide, and now what ſhall I do? Why, 
behold the good Samaritan draws near! Jeſus is the 
good Samaritan, the Saviour whom thou haſt more 
evily treated by wicked works, than the Jews ever 
treated the Samaritans, Thou haſt made him endure 
ſere trials, of mocking, of ſhame, of pain, and art his 
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profeſſed enemy; yet, he looks upon thee; he ſees 
thy ſoul ready to periſh, and lo, he alights from his 
throne, and comes down from heaven to earth, that 
he may ſhew thee mercy. Do thy wounds ſmart, do 
thy ſins put thee to pain ? His rich blood, like wine, 
will he pour in, and Jay thy pained heart to his pierced 
heart, and revive thee; his own right hand ſhall hold 
thee up, and his left hand ſhall embrace thee, ſinner; 
poor, helpleſs ſinner, be not afraid, for though thou 
canft not pray for thyſelf, nor riſe from thy low eſtate 
do ſeek help, yet thou ſhalt not periſh ; only open thy 
eyes, andſſee the good Samaritan reaching out ſalva- 
tion to thee, His grace ſhall be like ſweet healin 
oil, wherewith he ſhall anoint and bathe all thy bruiſ, 
places, and recover thee : But thou ſayeſt, O, I have 
made him mine enemy, and can look for no mercy at 
his hands; it would be the greateſt preſumption for 
-me to hope to recejve any thing from the Lord, but, 
c“ Go thou curſed.“ Nay, my dear brother, ſay not 
fo; he hath compaſfion on thee, elſe why did he come 
ſa far to ſee thee in thy ſad condition, and why doth 
he ſpeak ſo comfortably to thee? He doth not upbraid 
thee with thy paſt iniquities, nor will-he remember 
thy fin and thy tranſgreſſions any more. Art thou 
naked, and ſtripped, and in thy ſhame? He hanged 
naked upon the croſs, and was ſtripped among all the 
ſoldiers, that thou mighteſt put on his raiment, his 
ſpotleſs everlaſting righteouſneſs. Art thou in pain? 
_ His bleeding hand applied to thy ſin · ſick heart, will 
ive thee eaſe immediately. Art thou bound? He will 
Tooſe thee, and let thee go. Be not then ſearful, look 
to him whom thou baff pierced, and believe in his 


precious name, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 

Have you not heard, how the Samaritan behaved 
toward the poor Jew? thus Chriſt teaches thee his 
behaviour to poor finners The Samaritan, —_ 


. 
had tenderly waited on the afflicted man, and a little 
recovered him, and had refreſhed his ſpirits, ſate bim 
on his own beaſt, and walked by him till he had brought 
him to the inn, and then paid for his entertainment, 
and tarried with him till the next day, and having 
given the hoſt a charge of him, promiſed to pay all 
his expences for the future: thus doth the Son of 
God. Surely, the Lord Feſus is not more lively 
ſhadowed out in any parable, or fimilitude, than in 
this before us. He uncovers himſelf to cover finners, 


and takes care of them, inſomuch that he was con- 


tent to be our ſervant, and walked weary through 
the world, that poor diſeaſed ſouls might be carried 
in the chariot of his everlaſting arms to heaven. Ho] 


doth he alſo charge his miniſters (who have the ſouls | 


he hath redeemed committed to their charge) to take 
care of them? Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, 
ſaith the Lord, and leaving with the officers of his. 
church (which is our inn on this ſide: our eternal. 
country) power, and encouragement, and patience, 
and a bleſſing, that they may wait on his dear chil- 

dren, he ſaith, And what thou ſpendeſt more, when 
Icome, Iwill repay thee:“ As if he had ſaid, What 
thou layeſt out in pains, in labours, in watchings, 
in faſtings, in trayail, in temptations, in ſufferings, 
| will repay in the laſt day. And here, ſee how he 
exalts his free mercy throughout all the diſcourſe !: 
He doth not ſay, that the prieſt or the Levite, or one 
of his friends helped the poor man that was robbed, 
but that a Samaritan was his friend, one that might 
juſtly have been his enemy, and left him in his forlorn 
condition. So he ſhews us, that though we might 

kave looked for juſtice inſtead of mercy, yet will he 


take pleaſure in juſtifying the ungodly, / and ſhew 


mercy even on his enemies, and glorify himſelf in 
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laying down his life for them, when they were dead 
in treſſpaſſes and fins. 3 ay 

And now let me addrefs myſelf to you, who have 
found this good Samaritan paſs by you ; who know 
that your naked fouls have been ſaved, and covered 
in the.righteouſneſs of the Son of God ; who can ſay, 
He paſſed by me when I was in my blood, and naked, 
and caſt his ſkirt over me, and poured on my wounded 
conſcience his oil, and wine, and recovered my lan- 
2828 fainting ſoul: He brought me tenderly to 


is banqueting-houſe, and his banner over me was 


love: He hath riſen upon me with healing in his 
wings, and reſtored me more than I loſt in the fall, 
when the devils ſtripped me, and wounded me, and 


left me naked and bare, and not only half, but quite 


dead in treſſpaſſes and fins; I loſt then my happineſs, 
— comfort, my life, my all, but have found more 
laſting and perfect happineſs, more ſolid and enduring 
conſolation, and eternal life hid with Chriſt in God: 
and now have I the Lord for my portion, and my 
treaſure is in heaven, where moth and ruſt cannot 
- corrupt; and where thieves cannot break through 
and ſteal: To you I ſpeak (who can ſay ſuch things) 
and yet not I, but the Lord ** Go, and do thou like» 
wiſe;“ go, and deal fo tenderly by thy afflicted fel- 
low finners, and be kind to all in their diſtreſs, whe- 
ther it be of body, or ſob], of thine own, or different 

inion, or religion, and be ready to reach out thy 
gifts to the needy, and poor, and ſhew compaſſion on 
the juſt and on the unjuſt, on the evil and on the 
good, on thy friends, and thoſe. of thy own people, 
and on the greateſt of thine enemies. Go, and blaze 
abroad the-fame of the good Samaritan, and ſeeing 
he helped and ſaved thee freely, when thou hadſt no 
RKrength, go, and praiſe his free diſtinguiſhing mercy 
and grace for evermore, Me 1 1 
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And to. you who are now convinced of your fallen 
miſerable nature, and who have found no help; E 
intend ſpeaking a few words, and then conclude, I 
need not tell you your caſe, how you are fallen am 
thieves, and are wounded, and naked, and ruined, . 
this experience teaches you, you have been ſhewn 
from God how you are ſtripped of every thing that 


is good, and like as he has told 199g that you are 


naked, and you are aſhamed before him, and do loath 
and abhor yourſelves in duſt and aſhes, I come to 
ſhew you where you may have a covering, and this 
is in Chriſt's righteouſneſs, He was made naked and 
6 fin for us, who knew no fin, that we might be 
made the righteouſneſs of God in him;” have yo 
not read, how when God had told Adam he was 
naked, that he made man a coat, or raiment, of tke 
ſkins of beaſts to hide his nakedneſs ? This he did, 
that ſinners might learn when they are aſhamed of 
their ſin, and of their fallen nature, they muſt come 
to God to be covered, or go naked to hell. Wo 
be thoſe that cover them with a covering, but not ef 
my Spirit, ſaith the Lord;“ you are to look to the 
Lamb of God on the mount Calvary, hanging naked 
for you, and ſtripped of all his regal attire and glory, 
and numbered with tranſgreſſors, aſhamed, and poor, 


and afflicted, and know all this was done that thou 


mighteſt be cloathed; he ſaw poor men naked and 
bare, and ſo pitied them, that for their ſakes he be- 
came poor, that they through his poverty might 
become rich; and having by ſo dear a rate purchaſed 
a garment for them, he waſhed the long fine robe in 
his own blood, and in this (I mean) his righteouſ- 
neſs, all the poor finners departed this life in his 
faith, now ſtand arrayed before the throne of God, 
and ſhal]! walk before him, for they are worthy, 
This is the righteouſneſs which ſhall be your * 


r 3 
in that day, this is that which we receive by believin 
in his name, and which is a robe long enough, = 
wide enough to hide every fin in thought, word, or 
deed, that ever thou haſt committed; as it is written, 
1 W hoſoever believeth in him, ſhall not be aſhamed,” 
this is that white linen which he invites thee to buy 
af him for nothing, ſaying, ** I counſel thee to buy 
of me raiment, that the ſhame of thy nakedneſs do 
not appear,” O reject not the counſel of God againſt 
Jour dear ſouls, but accept of this free ſalvation, 
and be happy for evermore! VVT 

Vou woundcd ſouls, who complain, ſaying. M 
wounds ſtink and are corrupt, through my fooliſh- 
nefs, my ſore ran, and ceaſed not in the night ſeaſon, 
my ſou] refuſed comfort, why do ye complain as. 
though there was no balm Up and as if no 
phyſician was there? Have ye not heard of Jeſus . 
Have ye not known what excellent cures he hath 
wrought in all the world? Was it poſſible for you to 
get on the borders of the good land, zfk the ſouls 
arrived ſafe there, what he hath done for them? All 
would tell how they were in your caſe, wounded, 
and loft, and half dead, and he aroſe upon them with 
heating in bis wings. Nor would theſe only tell the 
fame of Jeſus in this matter, bur many, many in this 
bowling wilderneſs can tell you the ſame, and ſay, 
I was in miſery, and he helped me. I was ready to 
periſh, ar d was lying helpleſs, and ruined, and ſpoiled, 
and robbcd of all, when he paſſed by, and had com- 
. me, and he healed me of whatever diſeaſe 
1 bad. He poured on my fainting heart the wine of 
55 blood, and bathed my bruiſed and ſmarting con- 

cience with oil brought from heaven, and hath 
brought me now to the inn of his church, and charged 
his miniſters and his angels to take care of me; let 
this then encourage you to look up to this Samaritan, 
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] mean, the Lord Jeſus who paſſes by, and looks 
down upon you, Let not the greatneſs of your 
miſery, nor the long continuance of your wounds 
and poverty, &c, tempt you to think it is too late; 
you are yet out of hell, and perhaps there may be 
room for you in the kingdom of God. Who knows? 
this day Chriſt Jeſus may begin the work of his ſal- 
vation on your waiting fouls; miſerable as you are, 
look up towards his throne, ſhew him how you have 
heretofore grieved him, and ſlighted his mercy, and 
like the prodigal lot all,[and like a beggar, let your 
wants and your great pain and ſhame, plead for 
| Mercy. Mechinke f hegs you ſay, O could I be aſſured 
he looked upon me, and would heal me, and cover my 
ſhameful ſoul, I would make heaven and earth ring 
with his praiſe, I ſhould be a pillar in his temple in- 
deed ! a pillar and a monument of his unmerited free 
electing love] Do you ſay ſo? way then, I truſt, ſal- 
vation is nigh, even at the door: when you are con- 
verted ſtrengthen your brethren; and out of the love 
God ſhed abroad in your heart, and according to the 
riches of his free mercy and grace ſhewn to you, go, 
and do ye likewiſe to your poor friends and acquain- 
tance, Go, and do likewiſe to your perſecutors, ſlan- 
derers, and ſuch as ſpeak all manner. of evil againſt 
you falſely ; ſo ſhall you adorn the goſpel of Chriſt, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven, 5 

To whom, with his dear Son and bleſſed Spirit, 


one glorious God, be all honour and glory, now and 
| for evermore, | 
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